.  .  the  schlevemeiits  of  the  Nefro 
properly  aet  forth  will  crows  him  M 
a  factor  In  early  human  profreM  an4 
a  maker  of  modem  clvUlsatlon.'* 
— Dr.  Carter  Woodoon 
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FINDINGS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

From  The  1961  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  Report 


THE  RIGHT  TO  VOTE 

Part  Three 

Dissent  to  Recommendation  1 
by  Commissioner  Rankin 
I  Join  in  the  dissenting  statement 
of  Vice  Chairman  Storey,  but 
would  add  the  following  personal 
comment. 

The  15th  amendment  has  been 
a  part  of  our  Constitution  for  al¬ 
most  a  century,  and  Congress  has 
never  interpreted  it  as  a  mandate 
to  usurp  the  power  of  each  State 
to  determine  the  qualifications  of 
electors. 

In  1957  and  again  in  1960,  Con¬ 
gress  did  enact  legislation  to  pro¬ 
vide  protection  of  the  right  to  re¬ 
gister  and  vote  without  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  grounds  of  race,  color, 
or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 
It  may  be  that  further  legislation 
will  be  required  to  reinforce  the 
guarantee  of  the  15th  amendment 
and  of  the  1957  and  1960  laws.  But 
such  measures  should  be  kept 
within  the  well-recognized  bounds 
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of  our  Constitution  and  laws. 

Our  object  must  be  compliance 
with  the  Constitution,  not  punish¬ 
ment,  and  for  that  reason  I  do 
not  deem  it  wise  to  upset  the 
balance  of  our  Federal  system  to 
reach  a  result  which  can  be 
achieved  through  less  drastic 
means. 

Recommendation  2.  —  That  Con¬ 
gress  enact  legislation  providing 
that  in  all  elections  in  which,  un¬ 
der  State  law,  a  "literacy”  test, 
an  "understanding”  or  "interpreta¬ 
tion”  test,  or  an  "educational”  test 
is  administered  to  determine  the 
qualifications  of  electors,  it  shall 
sufficient  for  qualification  that 
the  elector  have  completed  at 
least  six  grades  of  formal  educa¬ 
tion. 

Interference  with  the  right  to  vote 
Recommendation  S,  —  That  Con¬ 
gress  amend  subsection  fb]  of  42 
U.  S.  C.  1971  to  prohibit  any 
arbitrary  action  or  [where  there 
is  a  duty  to  act]  arbitrary  in¬ 
action,  which  deprives  or  threat¬ 
ens  to  deprive  any  person  of  the 
right  to  register,  vote,  and  have 
that  vote  counted  in  any  Federal 
election. 

Dilution  of  the  right  to  vote 
Recommendation  4.  —  That  Con¬ 
gress  consider  the  advisability  of 
enacting  legislation  [a]  requiring 
that  where  voting  districts  are 
established  within  a  State,  for 
either  Federal  elections  or  State 
elections  to  any  house  of  a  State 
legislature  which  is  elected  on  the 
basis  of  population,  they  shall  be 
substantially  equal  in  population; 
and  [b]  specifically  granting  the 
Federal  courts  jurisdiction  of 
suits  to  enforce  the  requirements 
of  the  Constitution  and  of  the 
Federal  law  with  regard  to  such 
electoral  districts;  but  explicitly 
providing  that  such  jurisdiction 
should  not  be  deemed  to  preclude 
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HERITAGE  CALENDAR 

NOVEMIER 


1.  Manumission  Society  open¬ 
ed  first  African  Free  School 
in  New  York,  1787. 

2.  North  &  South  Dakota 
joined  the  Union,  1889. 

5.  Charles  Gilpin  actor,  pre¬ 
miered  in  "The  Empeior 
Jones”  by  Eugene  O’Neil, 
1930. 

4.  H.  A.  Rucker,  Negro,  served 
as  Collector  of  Internal 
Revenue  in  Georgia,  from 
1897. 

.5.  Theodore  S.  Wright,  first 
Negro  to  receive  a  degree 
form  a  theological  seminary 
in  the  U.S.  [Princeton], 
1836. 

6.  Oscar  De  Priest  [Chicago], 
First  Negro  elected  to  Con¬ 
gress  from  a  non-Southem 
State,  1928. 

7.  Elijah  P.  Lovejoy,  aboli¬ 
tionist  and  publisher  of 
"Alton  Observer”  killed  by 
a  pro-slavery  mob,  1837, 


8.  Homer  S.  Brown,  fii-st  Neg¬ 
ro  judge  elected  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  1949. 

9.  Benjamin  Banneker,  astron¬ 
omer,  surveyor,  mathema¬ 
tician,  etc.,  bom  1731. 

10.  Privateer  “Alabama”  burn¬ 
ed  off  Sumatra,  1863. 

11.  Nat  Turner,  leader'of  slave 
insurrection,  executed  1831. 

12.  20  slaves  petition  New 
Hampshire  legislature  to 
abolish  slavery,  1779. 

IS.  Janet  Collins,  first  Negro 
to  appear  as  prima  ballerina 
in  "Aida"  at  the  Metropo¬ 
litan  Opera  Co.,  1951. 

14.  Booker  T.  Washington,  died 
1915. 

15.  John  Mercer  Langston  of 
Virginia,  soldier,  educator, 
Haitian  consul.  Congress¬ 
man,  died  1897. 


the  jurisdiction  of  State  courts 
to  enforce  rights  porvided  under 
State  law  regarding  such  districts. 

Htatistiral  information 
Keeommendation  5.  —  That  Con¬ 
gress  direct  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  promptly  to  initiate  a 
nationwide  compilation  of  regis¬ 
tration  and  voting  statistics,  to 
include  a  count  of  persons  of  vot¬ 
ing  age  in  every  State  and  ter¬ 
ritory  by  race,  color,  and  national 
origin,  who  are  registered  to  vote, 
and  a  determination  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  such  persons  have 
since  January  1,  I960:  and  requir¬ 
ing  that  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
compile  such  information  in  each 
next  succeeding  decennial  cen¬ 
sus,  and  at  such  other  time  or 
times  the  Congress  may  direct. 


Civil  Rights  In 
Black  Belt  Counties 
FINDINGS 

1.  There  are  substantial  depri¬ 
vation  of  civil  rights  in  the  21 
black  belt  counties  studied  by 
the  Commission. 

2.  In  17  of  these  counties,  Neg¬ 
roes,  although  they  constitute  a 
majority  of  the  population,  do 
not  vote  at  all,  or  do  so  only 
in  small  numbers.  The  reasons 
for  the  failure  to  vote  include 
fear  of  economic  or  physical  re¬ 
prisals.  official  discrimination,  bla¬ 
tant  or  subtle,  and  lack  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  motivation.  Negroes 
are  not  members  of  “white”  party 
organizations,  white  candidates 
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(io  not  court  Negro  votes  nor  do 
they  take  account  of  Negro  needs. 
The  results  is  that  the  white 
minority  governs  an  all  but 
voiceless  Negro  majority. 

In  the  other  four  counties  Studied, 
on  the  other  hand,  Negroes  regis¬ 
ter  and  vote  without  restriction, 
participate  in  political  organiza¬ 
tions,  are  addressed  by  candi¬ 
date,  and  even  run  for  office. 

3.  Public  schools  are  segregated 
in  all  21  counties.  No  suits  have 
been  filed  to  desegregate  any  of 
them.  In  some  counties  Negro 
school  buildings  are  inferior;  in 
.some,  Negroes  [but  few  whites] 
have  one-  or  two- teacher  schools; 
and  in  many,  Negro  schools  have 
inferior  library,  laboratory,  and 
recreational  facilities.  Teacher- 
pupil  ratios  are  higher  in  the 
Negro  schools  than  the  white 
schools  in  all  but  one  county 
for  which  figures  are  available. 
In  a  few  counties  there  have  been 
allegations  of  harassment  o  f 
Negro  teachers  who  wished  to 
register,  vote,  or  otherwise  take 
part  in  the  democratic  process. 

4.  Twelve  of  the  counties  main¬ 
tain  public  libraries  servicing 
whites  only.  In  four  counties 
Negroes  have  access  to  public 
libraries,  but  they  are  separate 
and  inferior  to  those  provided 
for  white  use. 

5.  In  11  of  the  counties  no 
Negroes  have  ever  served  on 
either  a  trial  or  grand  jury.  In 
only  four  counties  have  Negroes 
served  with  any  regularity.  In 
three  of  the  eight  States  in  which 
the  counties  are  located,  jurors 
must  be  registered  voters.  This 
eliminates  Negroes  from  serving 
in  those  counties  where  they  are 
not  registered  to  vote.  Court¬ 
room  seating  and  all  courthouse 
facilities  are  segregated  except 
for  one  county,  where  all  but  the 
restrooms  are  shared  by  both 
races. 

6.  In  14  of  the  counties  the  State 
employment  services,  subsidized 
by  Federal  funds,  offer  only  un¬ 
skilled  jobs  to  Negroes.  No  public 
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employment  services  are  offered 
to  Negroes  in  another  county,  al¬ 
though  they  are  to  whites.  In 
three  counties  separate  employ¬ 
ment  facilities  and  services  are 
maintained  for  each  race. 

7.  In  five  of  the  counties  no 
Negroes  are  employed  in  any 
capacity  by  the  post  offices.  In 
four  others  there  are  six  Negroes 
employed  as  bulk  mail  carriers, 
and  in  three  there  are  four  Negro 
letter  carriers,  two  of  whom  are 
restricted  to  delivering  mail  in 
Negro  neighborhoods.  The  great¬ 
est  number  of  Negroes  in  any  one 
job  is  janitors. 

[The  Post  Office  Department, 
which  has  been  engaged  in  a  re¬ 
examination  of  its  personnel  po¬ 
licies,  could  fruitfully  look  into 
these  instances  of  apparent  dis¬ 
crimination]. 

8.  In  all  of  the  counties  having 
transportation  terminals,  the 
facilities  therein  are  either  segre¬ 
gated  or  for  white  travelers  only. 
Six  have  railroad,  and  seven  bus 
terminals.  One  has  an  airport. 
[The  Department  of  Justice  and 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion  are  currently  engaged  in  an 
examination  of  such  segregation 
where  interstate  travel,  or  [in  the 
case  of  airports]  Federal  funds 
are  involved.  Actions  decided  up¬ 
on  as  a  result  of  this  examination 
could  usefully  be  taken  in  the 
black  belt  counties. 

Continued  in  Next  Issue. 
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